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In Times of Crisis, Aviva Helps Keep Families 
Together with Relative Support Services

Approximately 

18,000 children 

in Los Angeles 

County do not 

live with their 

parents.  Of 

those, more than 

9,800 live with 

relatives or non-

related extended 

family members 

(NREFM). These 

numbers only 

reflect those 

children under 

the care of Child 

Protective Services. Although there is no definitive 

data, the actual number of children living with 

relatives could be as much as six times higher.

Faced with the sheer magnitude of this situation 

– and recognizing that these relatives and other 

caregivers needed support – the LA County Board 

of Supervisors created a program through the 

Department of Children and Family Services to 

Continued on Page 5 Continued on Page 11

With Change Comes Opportunity 
As a supporter of Aviva, we want to keep you informed 

of changes at the agency. Aviva’s Board of Directors and 

Leadership Team have decided to discontinue our group 

home/residential treatment contract with Los Angeles 

County, and explore other new residential programs.

About Changes to State Policy for Group Homes

With these moves, we’re continuing a transition – alongside 

the State of California and LA County – toward providing 

treatment for children and families in the community.  

California passed AB 403 in 2015, significantly changing 

the way residential treatment services will be delivered 

to youth in foster care.  The changes are based on an 

understanding that children who must live apart from 

biological parents do best when cared for in committed 

nurturing family homes. 

Changes include shorter stays in group homes, which, 

combined with other planned reforms, make it difficult for 

Aviva’s trauma-informed and relationship-based program 

to work as it did in the past.

In addition, AB 403 will reduce the use of group care 

in general.  This has ramifications for the long-term 

sustainability of a residential treatment program.
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Aviva Celebrates Giving
Aviva has flourished for more than 100 years because of our ability to respond to changes in our community. The decision 
by Aviva’s Board of Directors and Leadership Team to discontinue our group home/residential treatment contract with Los 
Angeles County (please see page 1) is our most recent effort to meet these changing needs.

Home has been at the heart of Aviva since our founding in 1915. While our Residential Treatment Center was our most visible 
service, the 118 youth served in 2016 represent a fraction of the 1,561 clients we served overall. Aviva is exploring other 
residential programs that will serve current and critical community needs. With change comes opportunity and we look 

forward to the next chapter in Aviva’s residential programs.

Throughout Aviva’s changes over the years, the generosity of time and resources from our friends 
and supporters have remained a constant. This issue of our newsletter spotlights some people and 
organizations who have made a significant impact on Aviva.

This summer, Aviva lost its former board member, long-time friend and unwavering supporter, 
Sherman L. Andelson. With a commitment to Aviva that dated back to 1990, he is the perfect example 
of someone who used his gifts to benefit those less fortunate. While we miss Sherman, his legacy 
continues. We describe Sherman’s impact on Aviva on page 7.

Barbara Lazaroff is a lifetime Platinum Associates member and a long-time supporter of Aviva. She had 
a personal impact on individual teens with her many visits and gifts. One of her most significant gift was 
sharing her expertise and connections to remodel our Wallis Annenberg Residential Treatment Center 
in 2008. Most recently, she co-chaired our Platinum Associates luncheon with a new volunteer, Tonya 
Winfield. You can read about this spectacular event on page 4.

In this issue, we also say thank you and farewell to two of our long-time Board members, Barbara Van 
Wormer and Carolyn Bloom, both of whom are retiring from our Board. Each have offered Aviva their 
unwavering support and shared their incredible wealth of knowledge. (Please see page 7.)

The gifts of these people – in terms of time, knowledge and passion throughout the years - have proven 
to be invaluable.

Aviva also welcomed two new friends and volunteers to our “family” – Jessica Mansour and Ashley Griffis of the Jim Henson 
Company. Last September, the Jim Henson Company graciously hosted the Fourth Annual Aviva Youth in Action Film 
Collaboration screening at their studios. Rich with history, the Jim Henson Studios was the perfect location for our budding 
producers. Learn more about this program on page 3.

As you read more about the ways in which our friends and the community continue to give to Aviva, you may decide to 
share your personal talents with our clients and discover the joy of giving at Aviva.

On behalf of all of us at Aviva, we wish you joyous holidays and a happy New Year.

Legacy of Volunteers and Giving
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Stars are born 
during Youth 
in Action Film 
Collaboration
The Jim Henson 

Company graciously 

hosted the Fourth 

Annual Aviva Youth 

in Action Film Collaboration (YAFC) screening on Tuesday, 

September 12. 

Spearheaded by Jason Lesner, YAFC’s executive producer, 

nine teens from Aviva’s foster and probation programs 

worked with more than 70 professional writers, producers, 

directors, editors, actors, and film and sound crews to 

produce three short films. In the tradition of Hollywood, the 

project culminated with a screening on 

the historic Charlie Chaplin lot in the 

heart of Hollywood.

More than 100 people gathered 

to watch the three films, 

“Project Runaway”, “Luz” and 

“The Other Side.” Following the 

screenings, Lesner moderated 

a Q&A with the teens and the 

volunteers who described their 

experiences creating the films. 

Judging by the smiles on the teens’ 

faces, they were extremely proud of their 

films and appreciated the entire experience.

New Youth Expressive Arts Program 
Explores Impact of the Criminal Justice 
System

Aviva joins with UCLA to debut “Act One” with 
Reentry Through the Arts Grant

Recognizing the power of the arts and creative expression, 

Aviva recently launched “Act One,” a series of 10 weekly 

performing arts workshops for teens who have been 

impacted by the criminal justice system.

Aviva is collaborating with the UCLA Visual and Performing 

Arts Education (VAPAE) Program and 

Agency Arts to provide teens with 

the opportunity to use visual 

and performing arts to 

share their stories in a fun, 

safe environment. The 

program will culminate 

in an original theatrical 

performance for a 

community audience. Full 

scholarships are available 

through the generous 

support of the Reentry Through 

the Arts Grant from the California 

Arts Council.

Aviva President/CEO Regina Bette said, “The arts and 

creative expression are critical interventions for all youth, but 

particularly at-risk youth. Aviva is proud to be working with 

UCLA VAPAE to offer our youth this creative opportunity 

that hopefully will change the trajectory of their lives.” 

What’s in a name?  
We have published our newsletter for many years, but 
we’ve always just referred to it as “Aviva’s Newsletter.” 
With this issue, we are happy to introduce you to Aviva in 
Action!  Yes, we have a new name, but we will continue to 
provide you with news about Aviva’s programs, services, 
volunteers and staff. So, what’s really in a name?  Action!  
We hope our new name will inspire you to take action – 
volunteering, donating or just promoting Aviva.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA! 

                             @AVIVACENTER
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Family Resource Center Buzzes  
with Excitement
Aviva’s Family Resource Center is a hub of energy and 

activities this fall. Thanks to Aviva’s talented volunteers and 

interns, our youth have had multiple activities available to 

them each week.

•	 Pop in on a Monday, and you’ll be invited to join “She 

Is,” a hip hop fusion dance group with Erin and Alexis. 

Meanwhile, in the Digital Media Lab, Lawrence and 

Christian from Young Producers Group are teaching 

youth to make beats. 

•	 Stop by on Tuesdays and you can bake with Nancy, or 

work with Ben from Comic Book Sunday, learning how to 

tell stories through art. 

•	 On Wednesdays teens do trauma-informed yoga with 

Jashmine, or spend time in the Open Art Studio with a 

creative team of interns from Loyola Marymount. 

•	 Then on Thursdays, Aviva has an Open Studio in the 

Digital Media Lab, where teens work with Alex from 

Young Producers to create videos using stop-motion 

animation techniques.  

Lawrence Grey, producer, educator and creator of the Young 

Producers Group, is an enthusiastic volunteer and adds 

energy to our Family Resource Center. He said, “When our 

Aviva beat makers learn how to make 

music like the songs they love 

on the radio, it's inspiring for 

everybody in the room. They 

become not just passive 

enjoyers of music, but 

active participants!”

Annual Platinum Associates Luncheon 
Spotlights Client Success

Barbara Lazaroff and Tonya Winfield graciously hosted 

Aviva’s Annual Platinum Associates luncheon on October 25 

at Spago in Beverly Hills. 

The afternoon was highlighted by a moving speech by 

Lucille Thomas, an Aviva Foster Parent who has fostered 

more than 40 children from infants to teens since 2012. 

Describing her experiences, she said, “I realized that there 

are so many 

kids in the 

foster care 

system who 

need to 

be loved. 

Anyone can 

be a mother, 

but it takes 

a lot to be 

mom! Aviva has brought so many angels into our lives, and 

we are grateful.” 

Lucille concluded by sharing that she and her husband are 

adopting a 3-year-old whom they have fostered since she 

was an infant.

Other special guests included alumni Sandy Schlesinger, 

who lived at the Hamburger Home in 1943, and Linda Batt, 

who was at Aviva’s current residential home in 1964. Both 

traveled to Los Angeles for the luncheon from Northern 

California.

More than 100 guests enjoyed a gourmet lunch and an 

impromptu routine by comedian and writer Elayne Boosler.

Aviva’s Platinum Associates are a dynamic group of people 

who are dedicated to making a difference in the lives of 

at-risk youth. Since its inception in 2001, the Platinum 

Associates have raised more than $1 million in support of 

Aviva’s programs and services. 
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Real-Life Impact: 
Aviva Unites Family in Crisis
To see Anita,* her husband and her four daughters (ages 21, 

18, 13 and 8) smiling, talking and thriving, no one would ever 

suspect that just 12 months ago, the family was on shaky 

ground.

Last year, the parents lived separately and fought 

extensively. Their turmoil ultimately filtered to their 

daughters. Plagued by pervasive domestic violence, the 

8-year-old was shy, struggled in school, would throw 

tantrums and wet the bed at night due to stress. Her 13-year-

old sister had low self-esteem, trouble with her peers and 

was very withdrawn. The 18-year-old was struggling in high 

school and her eldest sister was isolated from the family. 

Initially, Anita was very guarded and resistant to help 

from Aviva’s Wraparound Services, refusing to attend 

any parenting classes, support groups or counseling. She 

gradually opened up to her caseworker and attended ten 

classes on parenting and 26 on anger management and 

domestic violence. She also started to attend monthly parent 

support groups. 

The results were dramatic. Anita learned to control her anger 

and to communicate with her daughters and husband. She 

also discovered how positive reinforcement could help her 

daughters’ self-esteem. With Aviva’s support, the girls also 

improved. The 18-year-old graduated high school and is 

attending community college; the 13-year-old has opened 

up; and the 8-year-old has stopped wetting the bed and 

having tantrums, and is excelling in school. Aviva also helped 

Anita’s eldest daughter reconnect with her family.

Perhaps the greatest change is that the parents are living 

together and support their daughters as a family. In fact, the 

father is more involved in their lives. He actually has joined 

Anita at Parent Support Groups.

Anita said, “I am so grateful for all that Aviva has done for 

me and family. We are much closer as a family and I have 

learned how to be a better parent. I couldn’t have done this 

without Aviva!”

* Not her real name

Going forward, state and county policy supports treatment 

and recovery happening in the community with families. We 

will continue to work with foster and probation youth, but 

this will now happen in a family setting. These are areas that 

Aviva already has strong programs and a depth of expertise.

Aviva in the Community

While many people are familiar with Aviva as a residential 

program, of the more than 1,500 children served by Aviva 

in the last year, about 1,400 were served through Aviva’s 

community programs like: 

•	 Foster family and adoption 

•	 Community mental health

•	 Wraparound services (which brings a team of 

professionals to homes or schools to help families in 

crisis)

•	 Support for relatives providing foster care 

•	 School-based mental health 

•	 Aftercare services

These are areas in which Aviva has an ability to expand 

and grow to serve even more children and families in 

transformational ways.

Looking Toward Community Need:  
Exploring New Residential Programs

We recognize that home has been at the heart of Aviva for 

more than 100 years. This decision will allow Aviva to explore 

developing new residential programs that serve current and 

dire community housing needs.  

These decisions were not arrived at lightly.  Aviva has thrived 

for more than 100 years because it has been responsive to 

changes in the community.  

With change comes opportunity and we look forward to 

what lies ahead. We will keep you updated as plans are 

developed, because our community’s support will be critical 

during the transition.

“With Changes Come Opportunity” Continued from Page 1
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Aviva Angels:  
Spreading Holiday Cheer

As the holiday season quickly 

approaches, Michelle Brookman and 

Robin Shepard, co-creators of the 

Aviva Angels, are hard at work fulfilling 

the wish lists of Aviva’s foster children. 

“Participation in the Aviva Holiday Drive has become my favorite part of 

the season,” said Robin. “Every child deserves to feel special. The more we 

learned about how many children Aviva supports, Michelle and I just want 

to do more.” 

The result? The Aviva Angels, founded in 2014, is now an ongoing holiday 

tradition. Michelle and Robin reach out to a growing number of friends 

each year to sponsor Aviva’s foster children for the holidays. Then they 

host a holiday party at one of their homes. Everyone brings their gifts 

and celebrates the joy of the season and giving back. In 2016, Robin and 

Michelle and the Aviva Angels sponsored 35 Aviva foster children.

“What was really inspiring was that everyone who participated contacted 

me afterward and thanked ME,” said Michelle.  “They said that kicking off 

the holiday season by providing gifts for children in the foster care system 

is a gift for THEM; it’s a really fun and a great way to begin the holiday 

season.”   

Robin said, “The best part of our now-annual gift drive and party is 

knowing that so many of Aviva’s foster kids will have their holiday wishes 

come true!” 

Cheers to the Aviva Angels, and the numerous foster children who have 

benefited from the Angels’ generosity!

To learn more about ways to get involved, contact Holiday Drive 

Coordinator Elizabeth Rulon at erulon@avivacenter.org.

Giving Thanks To YOU
November is a time to be thankful, 

and to remember and celebrate 

those who enrich our lives. Aviva 

is grateful to you, our donors. Your 

generosity over the years is at the 

heart of all of our successes.

As you reflect on the richness 

of your lives and family, please 

remember those at Aviva who 

continue to seek brighter futures. 

You can express your gratitude by 

giving today at  

http://www.avivacenter.org/donate/ 

or by using the enclosed envelope.

With heartfelt appreciation and 

wishes for a joyous celebration.

Erin
Erin Pierik 

Aviva Vice President of Development
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In Memoriam

Sherman L. Andelson  
(January 2, 1925—June 20, 2017)

This past June, Aviva lost 

our former board member 

and long-time friend and 

unwavering supporter, 

Sherman L. Andelson. 

Sherman’s commitment to 

Aviva began in 1990 as a 

member of Aviva’s Board of 

Directors. He served as Aviva’s 

treasurer for more than 20 

years. Sherman and his wife, 

Miriam, who also served on 

the board, were among Aviva’s 

most ardent supporters – a 

legacy they passed on to their 

son, Bruce, who continues to 

serve on our board.

Welcome
Erin Pierik joined Aviva as our new Vice President of 

Development. She brings a background rich in resource 

development, fundraising and nonprofit management. 

Prior to joining us, she was the Resource Development 

Director for the Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Oxnard 

and Port Hueneme in Oxnard. Erin also has served 

as Executive Director of the Ventura County Sheriff’s 

Foundation as well as the Conejo Valley YMCA in 

Thousand Oaks. Erin holds a Bachelors of Arts Degree 

in Child and Adolescent Development from California 

State University Northridge and a Master’s Degree in 

Public Administration from National University. We are 

fortunate to have Erin leading our development efforts.

Farewell and Thank You
Aviva sends a fond farewell and much gratitude to two members of our 

Board of Directors.

Carolyn Bloom officially joined Aviva’s Board of Directors in 2012. However, 

prior to 2012, Carolyn was a major supporter of the Beverly Hills Women’s 

Club’s Day of Inspiration, held for the youth in Aviva’s Residential Program. 

Over her tenure on our Board, she consistently supported Aviva and our 

efforts. Aviva is grateful for Carolyn’s years of support and service.

Barbara Van Wormer, a member of Aviva’s Board of Directors since 2007, has 

shared her knowledge and expertise as a senior vice president and manager 

of City National Bank in Century City. For the past decade she has steered 

the agency to long-term financial stability. We will miss her astute financial 

insight and guidance, but wish her well in her retirement.

Thursday, April 26, 2018 
Four Seasons Los Angeles at Beverly Hills

Sponsorship Opportunities Available.  

For More Information, Please Contact:  

Erin Pierik, Vice President of Development
epierik@avivacenter.org | 323.876.0550 ext. 1123
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Kathleen Ortega
Jania Palacios
Paul Pape
Courtney Perlee
Gayle and Lon Peterson
Kim Peterson
Brooke Pfaff
Allison Pieter
Marian Power and Tyson Weihe
Margaret Rader
Raquel Ramirez
Barbara and Herbert Reff
Marquita Robinson
Karla Rodriguez
Angelique Rojo
Jacqueline Romero
Mark Roper
Magaly Rosa
Denise Rosner
George Royce
Joel Rudof
Kathryn Russell
Edward Saltzberg
Louise Sattler
Maite Savage
John Schewel
Bonnie Schwab
Rachel Schwartz
Karen Schwartz
Joe Sciortino
Paul Selwyn
Sasi Sheva
Karen Silton
Terry Simpson
Erin Sirko
Linda Small
Oreet Smith
Reva Sober
Karina Souquette
Jeane Starkey and Patsy Chamberlain
Laurie Strassman
Robin Swartz
DL Sweet
Patricia Vogt
Keith Wasserman
Noemi Watanabe
Julie Weber
Caroline and Jack Weingarten
Meredith and Dan Weiss
Arrona White
Bonnie Widre
Steven Workman
Barbara and Zev Yaroslavsky
Debbie Young
Ivette Zaragoza

We apologize for any errors or 
omissions for this giving period. 
Please contact Iris Arias at  
iarias@avivacenter.org or by 
telephone at 323.876.0550 x1105.
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51 Minds Entertainment

A Magic Penny

Abraham's Tent AAE

Aerospace Corporation

Angela and Maria Aguilera

Charlene Alexander

Alo Yoga

Laura and Harvey Alpert

Jan and Bruce Andelson

Anthony and Jeanne Pritzker Family 
Foundation

AquaHydrate

Afshin Asher

Guy K. Austin

Jessica Barth and Danny Cusumano

Beauty Collection

Beautyjoint.com Inc.

Behrman Communications

Tana and Tom Bernal

Regina Bette

Blackout Showroom

BOMA

Bombas Socks

Claudia Borge

BroadVoice

Neal Brockmeyer

Robin and Elliott Broidy

Michelle and Steven Brookman

Burberry

Burnham Benefits

CABI Clothing

Monique Cadillo

Robin Caliendo

California Institute of Locksmithing

Carlthorp School

Rebecca Carter

Susan and Alan Casden

Chistian Castellanos

Catering by Gath's: Gath's Vending

CBS Studios International, CBS 
Television City

Wrenn and Bill Chais

Vel Charles

Angel Chavez

Chroma Studio

City National Bank

City Triangles

Keesha Clark

Norris Clark

Chad Michael Collins

Nadine Courtney

Cristina Angarola Showroom

Tom Dare

David Yurman

Ben Deatrick

Anna Deleon

Domino's Pizza

Don and Lorraine Freeberg 
Foundation

Catherine Durickas

Kristin Ebbert

The  Ella Fitzgerald Charitable 
Foundation

Enterprise Rent-A-Car

Envision Consulting

Alexandria Ettehadieh

Katie Everds

Julie and Kevin Falls

Elnaz Fatirian

First Choice Bank

Kyle Foltyn-Smith

Foster Care Counts

Tracy Franco

Taralyn Frasqueri-Molina

Irene Fuks

Ben Futterman

Gala, Inc.

Alisa Garrett

Allison and Sophie Goldberger

Sophie Goldberger

Kate Gordon

Ashley Griffis

Genevieve Haines and Fred Buescher

Brenda Hardson

Stephan Haylor

Heffernan Insurance Brokers

The Help Group

HJ Park

Honickman Foundation

Christopher Husa

In-N-Out Burger Foundation

Rochee Jeffrey

Tiffany Jimenez

Terri Jonisch

Journey of Faith

Lesly Kahn

Leslie and Jack Kavanaugh

Betty Kharrazi

Kid Flicks

KidSave

Serena Kwak

LA Shares

Bryan Landrine

Chris Leal

Legendary Entertainment

Jessica Levy

Locke Lord, LLP

Janet Loeb

Marian College, School of Nursing

Amor Mata

Darthy Maurer

Monica and John McEntee

Danette Meyers

Miramax

Jacqueline Molina

Jaleesa Moses

Much Too Much

Naitie Art And Jewelry

Anya Neveleva and Ron Luberman

Newborns In Need

NGA Hancock Park

Jonathan Nichols

Katie Nisa

Friend Noblitt

Katherine Norland

Glenda Oliba

OneDigital Health and Benefits

Ontic BBA Aviation

Yifat Oren

Rosa Palma

Pastry Kitchen at SLS Hotel Beverly 
Hills

Beth Payne

Petersen Automotive Museum

Kim Peterson

Cece Pizzolo

Leigh Lamson Quay

Ripley Rader

Dana Reston-Lyons and Robert Lyons

Annie Mebane Rocheleau

Angie Rodriguez-Hoffman

Vanya Foster Rohner

Jason Ropell

Ross Stores, Inc.

Round Meadow Angel/Benson 5th 
grade

Stephanie Roush

RTH Shop

Daniel Ruiz

Elizabeth Rulon

Kathleen and Jonathan Rulon

Sales Producers, Inc.

Santa Monica Sewing Arts Center

Louise Sattler

Greer and Myles Saunders

Steve Schoch

Shelter Partnership

Robin Shephard

Mariah Shevchuk

Skimrunner, LLC

SLS Beverly Hills Hotel

Kathleen Smalley

Candace Foy Smith

Socius Insurance Services

Pamela Soller

Starbucks Coffee Company

Linda Steiner

Jennifer Sternberg

Jasper Steukel

Jamie Stone

Myke Stubbs

Stuntmen's Association of Motion 
Pictures

TBS, Inc.

This Is Us

Melissa Tillman

Cynthia Tirado

Norman Todd

Topson Downs

Tremendous Entertainment, Inc.

Marla and David Ttee

Barbara Van Wormer

Viking Charities

Vons Store #2066

Alvin Watlet

Susan Welde

Jonathan M. Werner

Motion Picture Association of 
America

Celine Willard

Ava Williams

Wilshire Rotary Club of Los Angeles

Andy and Matt Wolpert

Women's Club of Hollywood

Gwen Yeager

Zamora Bro's

Ben Zelevansky

IN-KIND DONORS
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Laura Alpert 
Phaedra Ledbetter 
Janet and Maxwell Salter 
Terrie Scott 
Maxine and Brian Weinstock

Regina Bette 
Elaine Orner and Robert Kerziner

Robin Broidy 
Lisa Friedman Bloch and  
Jonathan Bloch 
Bruce Karatz 
Wendy Wolf and Mitch Menzer 
Adrianne and Robert Zarnegin

Wrenn and Bill Chais 
Michael Hanna 
Patti and Bob Tanenbaum 
Melissa Tillman 

Leslie Kavanaugh 
Regina Bette 
Becky Birdsong 
Sydney and Tom Ross 

Debbi Landsberger 
Ronnie Alcalay 

Vanessa Mancia 
Patricia Gonzalez

Elizabeth Rulon 
Kassie Marriner 

Greer Saunders 
Joan Ford 
Carolyn and Kit Lokey 
Matthew Saunders 
Myles Saunders

Allison and Melissa Silvers  
Stephanie Silvers

Wendy Wolf  
Sara and James Adler 

IN HONOR DONORS IN MEMORY DONORS

Sherman Andelson 
Dellene and Michael Arthur 
Toby Bernstein 
Farryl Dickter 
Jeanne and Bud Fisher 
Judy and Arnold Fishman 
Patricia and Lawrence Goodman 
Arthur Greenberg 
Ronald Greene 
Arlene Joye 
Farah Kraus 
Jeffrey Krieger 
Lola Levoy 
Vicki Magasinn 
Joel Rudof 
Dolores and Isaac Soffer 
Avedis Tarakjian 
Meredith and Dan Weiss 
Bonnie Widre

Diane Aronson  
Terri Novak

Solon and Judie Litman  
Tony Litman

Ken Roberts 
Wendy Wolf and Mitch Menzer

Michael Spaccarelli  
Karol and Daniel Spaccarelli 

“In Times of Crisis, Aviva Helps Keep Families Together with 
Relative Support Services” Continued from Page 1
provide Relative Support Services (RSS). The purpose is to 

ensure that children who do not live with their parents will 

have their day-to-day physical, mental and emotional needs 

met, and that they will have improved permanency in a safe, 

nurturing home.

Earlier this year, Aviva was among 10 agencies in LA County 

selected to provide these services. Since then, Aviva has 

more than 250 applicants. Laura De La Cruz, Aviva’s RSS 

Director, explained that there are two basic components to 

Aviva’s work with the County on these services. First, staff 

work with relative referrals from the County to make sure 

they received the required 20 hours of training, various tests 

and home studies to receive home approval.

Once a relative or NREFM are qualified, Aviva steps in to 

help stabilize the family. Aviva will help them financially (with 

utilities, etc.) as well as provide mental health services. 

“Our challenge is to provide the caregivers with all the 

support they need. There has been a very steady influx of 

clients,” said De La Cruz.

She added, “What I most love about this program is that the 

kids get to stay with family or extended family and there is 

nothing like family!”

Aviva employees turned out to participate in the  
National Alliance on Mental Health (NAMI) Walk on  

October 7 at Grand Park.



Change a Life This Holiday Season
There is still time to make the season merry and bright for Aviva’s children and families 

in need. Consider “adopting” a foster child or teen, or a family in desperate need, by 

fulfilling their holiday wish lists. Whether you provide toys for young children or 

basic necessities like warm clothing and household supplies for families, lives will 

be positively impacted with your generosity.

Last year, through the generous support of friends like you, 55 families and more 

than 200 foster children and teens enjoyed a very joyous holiday. With your 

help, together we can touch even more lives this holiday season.

Change a life this holiday season… and you may discover that it changes yours in 

turn. To find out how, contact our Holiday Drive Coordinator:  

Elizabeth Rulon | erulon@avivacenter.org | 323.876.0550 ext. 1107
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